
Christian Norms 

Bible study 

Why study the Bible? 

1.  It is the very Word of God--inspiration- (“God breathed”)  
Crossspointe Statement of Faith:  
We believe the Bible to be the verbally inspired Word of God, inerrant in the original 
manuscripts, sufficient for all that God requires us to believe and do, and the final 
authority for all matters of faith, practice, and life. (2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Pet.1:19–21) 

a.   All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, 
and for training in righteousness, 2 Timothy 3:16 

b. knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone's own 
interpretation. 21 For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from 
God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.  2 Peter 1:20-21 
 

2.   It is truth-without error 
a. Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth—John 17:17 
b. Forever, O Lord, your word is firmly fixed in the heavens.  Psalm 119:89 

 
3. It is authoritative and necessary 

a. Man shall not live by bread alone, 
    but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.  Matthew 4:4 

b. How can a young man keep his way pure? 
    By guarding it according to your word.  Psalm 119:9 
 

4. It is sufficient for life and godliness 
All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 that the man of God[a] may be 
complete, equipped for every good work.  2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 
5. It is one of the means the Spirit uses to draw us to God 

And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the 
Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who are spiritual. 14 The natural person 
does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is 
not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned. 1 Cor. 1:14-15 
 
 
 
 
 
 



6. It is sweeter than honey and delights the soul 
a. The law of the Lord is perfect,  

    reviving the soul; 
the testimony of the Lord is sure, 
    making wise the simple; 
8 the precepts of the Lord are right, 
    rejoicing the heart; 
the commandment of the Lord is pure, 
    enlightening the eyes; 
9 the fear of the Lord is clean, 
    enduring forever; 
the rules of the Lord are true, 
    and righteous altogether. 
10 More to be desired are they than gold, 
    even much fine gold; 
sweeter also than honey 
    and drippings of the honeycomb—Ps. 19:7-11 
 

b. but his delight is in the law of the Lord, 
and on his law he meditates day and night.  Psalm 1:3 
 

7. God’s people will study the Word to rightly apply it in all of life— 
Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has no need to 
be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth. 2 Timothy 2:15 
 

8. It unifies the people of God 
They read from the book, from the Law of God, clearly, and they gave the sense, so that 
the people understood the reading.—Nehemiah 8:8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Bible Study—HOW? 
 

I. Tools to help 
a. Bible—obvious 

i. Translations-- https://www.biblegateway.com/  
1. Use several when wanting to study deeply—recommend 

a. ESV—more word for word translation 
b. NIV—more dynamic equivalent 
c. NASV- most word for word 
d. NLT—most dynamic equivalent 

2.  Compare and find what you may want portion needs more study 
 

ii. Study Bible 
1. ESV-- https://www.amazon.com/ESV-Study-Bible-Bibles-

Crossway/dp/1433502410/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2JB5C4IU8KUWA&dchild=1
&keywords=esv+study+bible&qid=1599074927&sprefix=ESV+St%2Caps
%2C195&sr=8-1&selectObb=rent  

2. NIV-- https://www.amazon.com/Biblical-Theology-Study-Hardcover-
Comfort/dp/0310450403/ref=sr_1_3?crid=3VVU0MIHLY2KX&dchild=1&
keywords=niv+biblical+theology+study+bible&qid=1599075314&sprefix
=niv+biblical+%2Caps%2C199&sr=8-3  

3. NET Bible  https://netbible.org/bible/Matthew+1  
b.  Word study tools--- 

i. Concordances:   https://www.biblestudytools.com/concordances/strongs-
exhaustive-concordance/  

ii. Bible dictionary/encyclopedia:  Excellent resource 
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/encyclopedia-of-the-bible/toc  

c. Commentaries—opinions on the interpretation of the text 
i. On line—Matthew Henry-- 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/commentaries/mhc/  
ii. Purchase 

1. All Bible in one volume—New Bible Commentary  
https://www.amazon.com/New-Bible-Commentary-Gordon-
Wenham/dp/0830814426/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1TR1Y3DNWU6RX&dchild=1
&keywords=new+bible+commentary+21st+century+edition+carson&qid
=1599670946&sprefix=New+Bibel+Commen%2Caps%2C198&sr=8-1  

2. Multivolume commentaries—Tyndale series  
https://www.ivpress.com/tyndale-new-testament-commentaries  

3. Web site with many resources for different Bible passages-  
https://bible.org/passage  

4. Great NT commentary free by IVP-- 
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/ivp-nt/toc/  

5. Many others—ask someone if interested 
 



II. Steps to Bible study 
1.  Spiritual preparation—prayer and open heart 

 
2. Determine type of literature—poetry, narrative 

 
3.  Follow the COMA method—or something similar, to do inductive Bible 

study—which means study the words of the Word and determine the 
meaning from the text. 

 
a. C—Context—study the preceding sections and put the passage 

in the larger context—a study Bible can help  
b. O—observation—look carefully at the details of the passage.  

Look for key words and verses.  Mark them 
c. M—meaning—determine what God is saying in this passage.  If 

it is a hard text, find the clear parts first and look at 
commentaries or a study Bible for help with the harder sections 

d. A—application—do not walk away from a Bible study without 
asking the Spirit to apply it to your heart.  The application may 
be that you need to love God more—or love others or many 
other applications.  

Group questions: 

1.  When did you most enjoy reading the Bible? 

 

 
2.  What is your favorite passage in the Bible? 

 
 
 

3. What are some of the challenges to regular Bible study? 

 

 
4. What has helped you most in Bible study? 

 

 
 

5.  Personal—in the strength of the Spirit, what changes will you make in daily reading the Word? 
 
 


