
Christian Beliefs 

Doctrine of the Bible--Bibliology 

Section 1--Doctrine  

Crosspointe Community Church-- statement of faith 
The Bible:   We believe the Bible to be the verbally inspired Word of God, inerrant in 

the original manuscripts, sufficient for all that God requires us to believe and do, and 

the final authority for all matters of faith, practice, and life.  

(2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Pet. 1:19–21) 

I.  What is the Word of God? —Revelation—God’s self-revelation— 
2 Peter 1:21-- no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from 
God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 
 

i. Whose revelation—Rev. 1:1 
The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show to his servants[a] the 
things that must soon take place. 

ii. Types of revelation 
1. Natural—Ps. 19:1 

The heavens declare the glory of God, 
    and the sky above[a] proclaims his handiwork. 

2. Special—2 Peter. 1:21--Bible 
 
 

II.  How did God’s word come to man?—inspiration—2 Tim. 3:16-- 16 All Scripture is breathed 
out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 
righteousness, 17 that the man of God[b] may be complete, equipped for every good work 

i. Plenary, Verbal 
ii. Dual authorship 

 

III. How was God’s word compiled? —canonicity—2 Peter 1:21 
a. Key to canonicity—authorship 

 
b. Old Testament 

 

c. New Testament 
 

 
d. Preservation 

 
 
 
 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Rev+1&version=ESV#fen-ESV-30683a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ps.+19&version=ESV#fen-ESV-14170a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=II+Tim.+3&version=ESV#fen-ESV-29854b


IV. Is the Bible true?  Inerrancy—Jn. 17:17 

 Sanctify them[ in the truth; your word is truth. 

 
1.  Bible uses various writing styles—figurative language, historical 

narrative, estimates, paraphrases (allusions) etc.   
2. Scribes make errors in copying 
3. God speaks truth   

 

V.  Authority of Scripture— 
Ps. 119:89-- Forever, O LORD, your word 
    is firmly fixed in the heavens 
 
a. Authority comes from the author 
b. Spirit witness/joins with but does not contradict written word—I Cor. 2:14 

 

VI. Is the Scripture understandable--Clarity (perspicuity)? 
a. Biblical evidence—I Cor. 2:14--  The natural person does not accept the things of the 

Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them because 
they are spiritually discerned. 

 

b. Hermeneutics— 
i. Definition—method of interpretation 

ii. Conservative method—syntactical/context, theological (grammatical-
historical)—what did the author intend when writing 

iii. New hermeneutic—questions validity of meaning apart from the individual 
iv. Ecumenical creeds 

 

c. Theological triage:  --core beliefs, convictions, preferences:  It is appropriate to prioritize the 
certainty of our questions about the Bible with the level of information provided—
example—information on salvation in contrast to some questions of the future—timing of 
His coming and events etc.   

 

VII. Is the Bible necessary? 
a. Rom. 10:17-- 17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ. 
b. Matt. 4:4-- Man shall not live by bread alone,   but by every word that comes from the 

mouth of God 
 

VIII. Is the Bible enough? --Sufficiency 
2 Tim. 3:16 
 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, 
and for training in righteousness, 17 that the man of God[b] may be complete, equipped for 
every good work 

 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=II+Tim.+3&version=ESV#fen-ESV-29854b


 

Section 2--Practicing the doctrine of the Bible 

1. Be a student of God through the Word--Spend time in the Word—make it an important part 

of your life.   

2.   Use the test of correspondence when determining what is true in the world—Does this 

truth claim correspond to what God says is true (found in His Scripture).  Examples: 

 a.  Is there a God?  Did he create the world?  Is he active now? 

 b.  Human relationships—Sexual ethics, marriage, forgiveness, parenting, society,       

                          government, living in community 

c.  Codes of Conduct—Fruit of the Spirit, 10 Commandments (love God and love  

neighbor) 

d.  Problem of life—sin that affects the world (under the curse) and us (we are sinners) 

 d.    Solution to problems in life—need salvation from God. 

e.  Recognize that God in his grace has allowed for truth to be seen in areas other than 

the Bible—such as medicine, technology etc.  BUT—the Bible is always the final 

authority.   

 

3.    Rely on the Spirit of God to bring truth to life for his people through the Spirit inspired 

Word.   

 

 

Discussion questions: 

1.  What is your favorite book or chapter or verse in the Bible?   

2. When in your life did you most enjoy reading and meditating on the Bible?   

3. What was the most helpful tool you have used in studying the Bible? 

4. If someone says the Bible has errors, how can you answer that? 

 

 



STATEMENT OF FAITH  
 
 
 

The Bible  
We believe the Bible to be the verbally inspired Word of God, inerrant in the 
original manuscripts, sufficient for all that God requires us to believe and do, and 
the final authority for all matters of faith, practice, and life. (2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Pet.  
1:19–21) 

 
God  
We believe that there is one living and true God, eternally existing in three 
persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; that these three are equal in every divine 
perfection; and that this God is the Creator and Ruler of all things and is the center 
of our wor-ship. (Deut. 6:4; Matt. 3:16–17; Matt. 28:19–20; Gen. 1:1–2; John 
1:1–3; 1 Chron. 16:23– 25) 

 
God The Father  
We believe in God the Father who sovereignly rules over all that he created and 
continues to care for and sustain in providence all that exists. (Matt. 6:9; Gen. 
1:1; Ps. 115:3; Dan. 4:35; Eph. 1:11) 

 
Jesus Christ  
We believe in Jesus Christ as Lord, God’s only Son, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of a virgin, lived a sinless life, and is fully God and fully 
man—the only mediator between God and man. (1 Cor. 8:6; John 20:28; John 
3:16; Matt. 1:23–25; Heb. 4:15; John 1:14; Col. 2:9; Phil. 2:5–7; 1 Tim. 2:5) 

 
The Holy Spirit  
We believe in the Holy Spirit who glorifies the Father and the Son, convicts the 
world of sin, regenerates hearts, indwells all believers, gives gifts to men and 
women, and guides believers in obedience to the truth. ( John 16:8, 14–15; Titus 
3:5; 1 Cor. 12:7; Rom. 8:13–14) 

 
Humanity  
We believe that humans were created by God in his own image; that they sinned and 
thereby incurred physical, spiritual and eternal death, which is separation from God; 
that as a consequence, all human beings are born with a sinful nature and are sinners 
by choice and therefore under condemnation. We believe that God created humans as 
male and female and ordained marriage to be a lifelong covenant between one man 
and one woman. (Gen.1:27–28; Rom. 3:23; Rom. 6:23; Matt. 19:4–6) 



 
Atonement 

 
We believe that Jesus Christ, according to the will of God the Father, offered 
himself as a substitutionary atoning sacrifice, and that all who repent from their 
sin and be-lieve in him have eternal life. By his death on the cross, Jesus defeated 
evil, sin, and death. (Isa. 53:10; 2 Cor. 5:21; Acts 2:38; John 3:16; Heb. 2:14) 

 
Salvation 

 
We believe that salvation is by grace alone through faith alone in Jesus Christ 
alone, and that true faith in the gospel will be made evident by a life of 
repentance and godliness. (Eph. 2:8–10; Rom. 10:9; Phil. 2:12) 

 
Resurrection 

 
We believe in the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead as the 
firstfruits of our resurrection, and in his ascension into heaven to the right hand 
of the Father. (1 Cor. 15:3–8, 20; Acts 1:9–11; Rom. 8:34) 

 
The Church 

 
We believe in the universal Church, a living spiritual body of which Christ is the 
head and all regenerated persons are members. We believe in the local church, 
consisting of a body of believers in Jesus Christ, baptized on a credible profession 
of faith, under elders, and associated for worship, service, and fellowship. We 
believe that the primary mission of the church is to proclaim the gospel of Jesus 
Christ and make disciples of all nations. (Col. 1:18; Eph. 2:19–22; Gal. 3:26–28; 
1 Pet. 5:1-5; Acts 2:42; Heb. 10:23– 25; Matt. 28:18–20; Acts 1:8) 

 
The Ordinances 

 
We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ has committed two ordinances to the local 
church: baptism and the Lord’s Supper. We believe that water baptism of a 
believer into the name of the triune God signifies one’s identification with Christ 
in his death, burial, and resurrection. We believe that the Lord’s Supper was 
instituted by Christ for commemoration of his death until he comes. (Matt. 
28:18–20; Rom. 6:3–5; 1 Cor. 11:23–26) 

 
Last Things 

 
We believe in the personal and visible return of the Lord Jesus Christ to earth and 
the establishment of his kingdom. We believe in the resurrection of the body, the 
final judg-ment, the endless suffering of the wicked, and the eternal joy of the 
righteous. (Matt. 16:27; Acts 1:11; 1 Thess. 4:15; Titus 2:13; 1 Cor.15:20, 54–55; 
2 Thess. 1:7– 10; Rev. 20:11–15; Rev. 21:1–9) 


